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NEWSLETTER 

 

ISSUE 6, SPRING 2009   

As I write this Spring 2009 newsletter at the beginning of May, the montana clematis are 
flowering at their best in Guernsey.    

I don t think I ve seen the various forms of montanas flowering so well.  Clematis montana 
Tetrarose is perhaps the outstanding one everywhere but this is followed by the scented 
c. montana Mayleen .  

As the montanas complete their flowering, they are followed by the first of the large-
flowered clematis and, in Guernsey. c. Guernsey Cream has also nearly finished her first 
flush of flowers.   

Current work with clematis  

Pruning  

As the evergreen clematis have completed their flowering, the montanas also will have 
finished flowering by the end of May.  Time is fast approaching for the tidying up and the 
annual pruning of the group one clematis, the early season flowering clematis.  

Any plants that have outgrown their allotted space can now be taken in hand again.  The 
cirrhosas, the armandiis and the New Zealand species and their cultivars, will already be 
putting on new growth, so will the montanas once their flowering is completed.  This new 
growth, if required, can be trimmed back for sake of tidiness.  

The remaining new growth will ripen during the summer months and this will then 
produce flowering stems for next year.  

Planting of clematis   

May and June are still good months to plant clematis in containers for the patio or for 
planting into the garden.  The sooner this is done the better, as the later this is left, the 
more watering the plant will require during the summer months.  

Garden centres now have a full range of clematis in stock.  To be sure that you are 
buying a Raymond Evison® clematis, look out for the blue gift tag labels, which have the 
Raymond Evison® signature logo on them.  

www.raymondevisonclematis.com 

http://www.raymondevisonclematis.com


- 2 - 

For full details on the pruning needed at this time of the year, on how to 
select the best clematis for the place you wish to grow your clematis and 
how to plant and care for your clematis, please refer to my clematis book 
Clematis for Small Spaces published by Timber Press, see 

http://www.raymondevisonclematis.com/main/product.asp?productId=37, 
(awarded Garden Media Guild s Reference Book of the year 2008 ).  

For full details of the clematis offered by the Raymond Evison stockists 
please visit our web site www.raymondevisonclematis.com.    

Chelsea Flower Show 2009  

At the 2009 Chelsea Flower Show, we will be launching four new clematis cultivars.  
Their details were included in our last newsletter but we illustrate them again for your 
interest.   

Clematis Diana s Delight Evipo026(N)  

Clematis Diana s Delight has a special and unusual 
blue colouring.  Its 7 to 8 sepaled (6-7 ) flowers have a 
creamy yellow centre, which contrasts very well with the 
mid blue colouring of the sepals.  Each sepal has light 
and dark tones, especially towards the centre of the 
sepal.  The flower shape is full and rounded with each 
sepal fully overlapping its neighbour, each with a 
pointed tip.  

The leaflets are rounded in shape and quite distinct.  
However, it is the very free-flowering habit of the plant 
that makes it quite distinct.  It produces an abundance 
of flowers at one time in late spring, early summer and 
is repeat blooming in late summer.  

This plant, of compact free flowering habit, can be 
grown most successfully in a container for the patio or 
be grown through other wall trained evergreen or 
deciduous shrubs and other climbers.  It looks 
marvellous with silver or golden foliage shrubs such as 
Euonymus.  

Height about 4-5ft (1.5m).  Zones 4-9.  Prune to 12 (15cm) each spring.  

Note:  Clematis Diana s Delight Evipo026(N) is named Diana s Delight after Diana 
Rowland.  Diana has been involved in the preparation of Raymond Evison s last four 
clematis books.  She is the wife of Mr Geoffrey Rowland, the Bailiff of Guernsey.  Bailiff is 
an ancient office, dating back to the 13th century.  The holder is the senior judge in the 
Bailiwick of Guernsey, presides over Guernsey s parliament, the States of Deliberation, 
and is the island s first citizen.  

Diana Rowland is a trained botanist and was responsible for establishing a collection of 
historical clematis in the island s Candie Gardens. 

Diana s Delight Evipo026(N)
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